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FRANKFORT, Ky.' ~ House Demo
cratic leaders yesterday{hwarted Re-
pubihianattempts tO: force a floorvote

•on an amendment banning same-sex
marriages setting off a Utter partisan
exchange.". I - '; . •
. iAftera duick p&rliafflmtaiy maneu-.
'.verblocked the vote, Hoiae Republican
.Leader Jeff Hoover of Jamestown said,
"It'sa shame thatDemooat leadership

•wUlnbt aUow-AiembecsrODiVOte on this
issue, to follow the nilesrfmdto repre^
sentthepeople inlhelr.(fi?tncb."

. • •. j, ......
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gay marriage

Kentudqr GeneralAssembfy

, House Speaker Prx) Tem Larry
Clark, D-Okolona, accused Republi
cans of trying to force a premature vote
on House Bui 95 for political reasons.
Shouting into his microphone on the
House floor, Clark said, "This ain't
about public policy." Thebillwould
have placed a constitutional amend
ment on the November ballot to. ban
same-sex marriages in Kentuci^. The
bill was filed onJan,.6and has been sit
ting sincf then in the House elections
committee. ;.. • •. >

•.But 26.House JRepublic^nson Tues-

from that^mmitteeandsend, it to the
Rules Committee.- which could sched
ule it for;aiHouse flooryotje.'

Under House rules, the House must
•vote on such a "discharge" petition the

" dayafter itis filed.Butbeforethe matter
came up for consideration yesterday.
HouseMajorityFloorLeaderRoplo'Ad-
kins,. D-Sandy Hook, moved to with
draw the bill at the requestof its chief
sponsor,Rep.J.R. Gray, D-Benton.

House Speaker Jody Richards, D-
BowlingGreen,quicklyruledinfavorof
the motion and slammed his gavel,
eliminating the bill from further con
sideration this session.

Hoover, recomized tospeak, toldhis
colleagues,"Wenavejust seenan abuse
of the rules of the House of Representa
tives." He said, "The institution of mar
riage was not created by government
and it shouldnot be redefined bygov
ernment, and the majorityleadership—
the. Democrats in this body — do not
have the will and the desire to let the
people of Kentucky have representa
tion on this issue."

HOUSE BILL 95
Sponsor: Rep. J.R. Gray.
D-Benton (ir.gray@lrc.state.ky.us)

Clark, however, said the House
passed abill tobansame-sex marriages
in 1998. And he said the new bill was not
beingblocked in the elections commit
tee because the committee intended to
hear all constitutional amendments af
ter Monday—the deadline for filing
bills this session.

Then Clark blasted Republicans for
what he said were lies used against him
inpastre-election campaigns.

"They call themselves Christians.
Christians!" Clark shouted."... They
want to lieduringcampaigns.And they
gotochurch onSunday andsayI love
mybrothers and myneighbors."

Afterward, Gray said he had asked

v;o- *f " •
the leadershipto withdraw tliie bill after
he learned the discharge petition had
beenfiled. Graysaidhedoeshotbeheve
abill shouldbe taken from the controlof
a committee chairman.

"Ican't supportthat. I'macommittee
chairmanmyself," said.Gray, whoJ^ads ^
theLabor andIndustiy Committee.

Richards said in an interview that he ^
supported the billand would votefor it
if it comes to the floor.

"But we've never taken a bill away;
from a committee. I'veneverseen that,
in my50years of watchingthe legisla-
ture," Richards said. "Thiswasjustpoli
tics today—just pure,,raw,' dirty poli- •
tics." ' !•

, Hooversaid the fight is not ovenHe
noted that HouseRepublicanshave un-

-til Monday to filea new.versionof the
same-sexweddingban, and he hintedat •
more unusual maneuvers to bring the;
issue back before then. "Youought to be

. here tomorrow," Hoover told reporters.


